Abstract: This talk will illustrate the interdependency between developing mathematical understanding and using the specialized language unique to the discipline to express those understandings employing the mathematics register by analyzing the problem solving of a 7th grade bilingual student, Ariel, over an 18-month period. The findings underscore the assertion that students may not be in full command-for production and comprehension-of the mathematics register until they understand the underlying mathematics. Teachers should be encouraged to create situations in which students deploy all of their diverse repertories of mathematics knowledge and skills to the instructional tasks at hand, and to refine their use of the mathematics register.
